STUDENT POLICIES GOALS

The Board advocates the following goals to:
1. to educate students to their fullest potential;
2. enhance equal educational opportunities for all students;
3. instill in all students the ability to be critical thinkers and to strive for life-long learning;
4. promote consistent attendance;

5. ensure that the Constitutional rights of all students as citizens in a democracy have practical
meaning and application;

6. develop in students a deep sense of personal responsibility for their actions;
7. attend vigorously to matters of student safety, health and welfare;
8. deal justly and constructively with all students in matters of discipline and

9. help all students feel that they are valued as individual persons in the school environment.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REF.:  Ohio Cons. Art. Il
ORC 3313.20; 3313.48
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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

All students of the District have equal educational opportunities.

Students have the right to be free from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin,
citizenship status, religion, sex, economic status, marital status, pregnancy, age, disability or military
status in all decisions affecting admissions; membership in school-sponsored organizations, clubs or
activities; access to facilities; distribution of funds; academic evaluations or any other aspect of school-
sponsored activities. Any limitations with regard to participation in a school-sponsored activity are based
on criteria reasonably related to that specific activity.

Original Adoption Date: May 11, 2009
Revised Adoption Date: December 14, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.

Civil Rights Act, Title VI; 42 USC 2000d et seq.
Civil Rights Act, (Amended 1972), Title VII; 42 USC 2000e et seq.
Executive Order 11246, 1965, amended by Executive Order 11375
Education Amendments of 1972, Title IX, Pub. L. No. 92-318 (1972)
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; 20 USC 1400 et seq.
Americans with Disabilities Act; 42 USC 12101 et seq.
Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504
ORC 9.60 through 9.62

Chapter 4112

5903.01(G)
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-04

CROSS REFS.:  AC, Nondiscrimination
ACA, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex
ACB, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability
GBA, Equal Opportunity Employment
IGBA, Programs for Students with Disabilities
IGBB, Programs for Gifted and Talented Students
IGBI, English as a Second Language (Limited English Proficiency)
IGBJ, Title | Programs
JECAA, Admission of Homeless Students
JFA, Student Due Process Rights



SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS

The Board determines attendance areas for the various schools of the District. The Superintendent
recommends boundary lines, taking into consideration the best use of school facilities, the equalization of
enrollments in classrooms, natural barriers and traffic hazards and patterns. Except as the foregoing
factors influence boundary lines, the area established should permit each student to attend the school
nearest his/her place of residence.

Students are expected to attend the schools in the areas in which they live; individual exceptions may be
made within Board policy or may be made in the best interests of the student and/or the schools.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.48; 3313.97
33319.01

CROSS REFS.: 1GBJ, Title I Programs
JECA, Open Enrollment Policy
JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students
JECBA, Admission of Exchange Students



COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AGES

Under law, children between the ages of six and 18 are of compulsory school age. Every person of
compulsory school age must attend a school which conforms to the Minimum Standards prescribed by the
State Board of Education until one of the following occurs.

1. The person receives a diploma granted by the Board or other governing authority indicating such
student has successfully completed all State and local requirements.

2. The person receives and Age and School Certificate (work permit) and is enrolled ina GED
program.

3. The person is excused from school under standards adopted by the State Board of Education
pursuant to State law.

The parent(s) of any person who is of compulsory school age must send such person to school unless
he/she is exempt as listed above.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.61
3321.01 et seq.
3331.02
OAC 3301-35-04
3301-41

CROSS REFS.: 1GBG, Home-Bound Instruction
JEB, Entrance Age (Mandatory Kindergarten)
JEG, Exclusions and Exemptions from School Attendance
JFE, Pregnant Students



ENTRANCE AGE

(Mandatory Kindergarten)

Each child who is five years of age on or before August 1 is eligible to enroll in kindergarten. Each child
who is six years of age on or before August 1 is eligible to enroll in kindergarten. Each child who is six
years of age on or before August 1 and who has successfully completed kindergarten is eligible to enroll
in the first grade.

The District policy requiring successful completion of kindergarten may, upon parental request to the
pupil personnel services committee, be waived provided the child demonstrates to the satisfaction of the
committee the social, emotional and cognitive skills necessary for first grade, and that the child is at least
six by the District admittance date. This committee shall be comprised as set forth in the Ohio Revised
Code.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3321.01
OAC 3301-35-04

CROSS REFS.: IKEB, Acceleration
JEA, Compulsory Attendance Ages
JEBA, Early Entrance to Kindergarten



EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN

State law establishes minimum age requirements for admission to kindergarten and sets forth
requirements for a standardized testing program to evaluate those students deemed ready by parents for
early admission.

Children who will be the proper age for entrance to kindergarten or first grade by the first day of January
of the school year for which admission is request
legal guardian.

Children who will not yet by the proper age for entrance to kindergarten or first grade by the first day of
January of the school year for which admission is requested are also evaluated for possible early
admittance if referred by an educator within the District or a preschool educator, a pediatrician or a
psychologist who knows the child. The building principal may also request evaluation at his/her
discretion.

Referrals for students to be evaluated and assessed should be made to the building principal. Students
referred and having parental permission are tested using a variety of assessments. The assessments are
reviewed by an acceleration evaluation committee to determine the most appropriate and available
learning environment for the students.

The committee issues a written recommendation to
Parents havetheright t o appeal the committeeds recommendati o

The committee develops a written acceleration plan for any student who is admitted early to kindergarten.
The parents of the student are provided with a copy of the written plan.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3321.01
3324.01 et seq.
OAC 3301-51-15

CROSS REFS.: 1GBB, Programs for Gifted and Talented Students
IKEB, Acceleration
JEB, Entrance Age (Mandatory Kindergarten



SCHOOL ADMISSION

The Walnut Township Local Schools provides free education to District legal residents of Ohio between
the ages of five through 21.

A student is considered a resident of the District provided he/she resides with a parent or parents or a
court-appointed or legally designated guardian whose place of residence is within the boundaries of the
District.

The Board may permit the enrollment of a nonresident child at the beginning of the school year or second
semester provided evidence can be submitted that the parent will become a resident of the District within
a period of 60 calendar days. Such evidence would include a contract completion date for a house under
construction, or some documentary evidence that the parent would be moving into a rental or purchase
property within the 60-day period. Also, the Board may permit the admission of a child free of any
tuition obligation, for a period not to exceed 60 days, upon sufficient evidence that an adult resident of the
District has initiated legal proceedings for custody of the child. Sufficient evidence shall be a letter from
an attorney or officer of an appropriate court attesting that such proceedings have begun and a sworn
statement of an adult resident that he/she has initiated legal proceedings for custody of the child.

New entrants shall be required at the time of enrollment any records given him/her by the elementary or
secondary school he/she most recently attended and a certificate of birth issued pursuant to the Ohio
Revised Code or a comparable certificate from another state, or in lieu of the birth certificate, one of the
following documents:

1. apassport or attested passport transcript (copy) showing the date and place of birth of the child;

2. an attested transcript (copy) of a birth certificate;

3. an attested transcript (copy) of a baptism certificate or other religious record showing the date and
place of the birth of a child;

4. an attested transcript (copy) of a hospital record showing date and place of birth;

5. a birth affidavit; or

6. original Social Security card.
A record of a physical examination by a licensed physician is required of students initially entering school
(kindergarten/first grade). Also, in those instances where the legal custody of a child may be in question,
new entrants shall be required to show a court document as proof that they are residing with the custodial
parent or legal guardian within the District.
If school records are not presented at the time of enrollment, the Walnut Township Local Schools will,

within24hour s, contact the school most recently attende
sent.

The principal of the school shall notify the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction in the area where
the student resides of the possibility that the student may be a missing child when:



1. anew entrant does not provide a certification of birth or comparable certificate or certification
from another state, territory, possession or nation and/or
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2. the sending school, upon contact, indicates it has no record of the student or after 14 calendar
days from the studentds admi ssion no records f

The Board authorizes the administration, after providing a hearing to the student, to deny admission to
any student if the student:

1. has been suspended from the schools of another district under the Ohio Revised Code and the
period of suspension has not expired;

2. has been expelled from the schools of another district under the Ohio Revised Code and the
period of expulsion has not expired or

3. has been expelled or otherwise removed for disciplinary purposes from a public school in another
state and the period of expulsion or removal has not expired, provided that if a student has been
so expelled or removed from an out-of-state school and the student is denied admission
hereunder, the student shall be admitted to the District, if otherwise entitled to such admission
under the Ohio Revised Code, no later than the earlier of either the expiration of the expulsion or
removal imposed by the out-of-state school or the expiration period established by the District
that begins with the date of expulsion or removal from the out-of-state school and that is no
greater than the period of expulsion that the student would have received under the policies of the
District had the offense that gave rise to suspension been committed while the student was
enrolled in the District.

In addition, students released form the Department of you Youth Services (DY'S) just prior to requesting
admission to the District, may not be admitted until the Superintendent has received all required
documents provided by DYS. Forwarded documents are:

1. an updated copy of the studentds transcriopt:;

2. a report of the studeb¥YSoéustodhehavi or in school w
3. the studentdés current individualized educati on
4, a summary of the institutional record of the s

DYS has 14 days to send the documents to the Superintendent.
Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 2152.18(D) (4)
3109.52; 3109.53; 3109.65; 3109.66
3317.08
3321.01
OAC 3301-35-04




CROSS REFS.:  AFlI, Evaluation of Educational Resources
IGBA, Programs for Students with Disabilities
JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students
JEE, Student Attendance Accounting (Missing and Absent Children)
JHCB, Inoculations of Students
JO, Student Records
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OPEN ENROLLMENT POLICY

Intradistrict

In compliance with Section 3313.98 of the Ohio Revised Code, the Walnut Township Local School
District adopts a policy afot offeringopen enrollment transfers within district to-kK2 students in

the Walnut Township Local School District, given that tis&idt has only one building which

currently houses each grade level.

InterdistrictAdjacent Districts

The Walnut Township Local School district Board of Educsitialh permitstudents from any
immediately geographically adjacent district to applgnsfer, and enroll in the district schools free
of any tuition obligation, provided that all procedures as outlined in the following regulations are
met and provided none of the legally permitted exclusions apply to said students.

Interdistrict-Non-Adjacent Districts

Believing open enrollment from non-adjacent districts represents potential problems for students
attendance, the Walnut Township Local Schools will accept students from non-adjacent districts in
the following circumstances only:

1. families residing in the Walnut Township Local Schools, who move to-adjacent district but
desire to continue attendance at Walnut Township;

2. families attending Walnut Township Local Schools on an open enrollment basis, who move to a
non-adjacent distict but desire to continue attendance at Walnut Township;

3. children of staff members who desire to send their children to Walnut Township.



These students may apply, transfer, and enroll in the district schools free of any tuition obligation,
provided thd all procedures as outlined in the following regulations are met and provided none of
the legally permitted exclusions apply to said students.

Open Enrollment Requlations

1. Applications to transfer from the school district of residence to the Walnut Thigrisocal
{OK22f S5AAGNAOG Ydzaad o6S O02YLX SGSR yR NBOSAGSR
Superintendent by July 10 preceding the school year of desired attendance.

Students who move into an eligible adjacent district may apply to the Superintefent

transfer during a school year. The Superintendent may consider the interim period application
should he/she feel the data warrants such review. Completed, dated applications shall be
placed in priority order for review based on a ficetme, firstserved basis.

Page 1 of 4
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a) The application form, available from the Walnut Township Local Schools District
Office, shall be completed, signed by the parent(s) or guardian(s) of record, shall contain
a complete individual immunization record meeting current State of Ohio standards, shall
have a recent official transcript or record of achievement (grade card) attached, and a
record of any suspensions or expulsions from the present and previous school term
(school term means school year). If the student making application is handicapped, a
current L.E.P. must be submitted with the application.

ouvd LI AOlFyiaa akKl ff 0S y20ATFTASR o0& GUKS {oc¢
I LILINR @1 £ K RA &l LILINR O f AY GNRGAY3I o6& WdzZ & Hn
final in all cases

c). A copy of the approval/disapproval letter shall be forwarded by the
{dzZLISNAY(ISYRSy(iQa 2FFAOS (2 (GKS {dzZLISNRYy(iSyRS



d). Approved students must formally accept this transfer by forwarding a letter of
acceptancetoKS 2 | f ydzi ¢2¢6yakKALI [ 201t {OKz22f Qa { dz
of each year. The letter must be signed by the parent(s) or guardian(s) of record, state

0KS aGdzRSydQa ylYSE 0ANLIK RIFIGSET a20Alt &aSoo
G{o 0 dzR Samé) ehall remain in the Walnut Township Local School District through

GKS SyR 2F (KS a0OK22f &SIFN)I ¥2NJ gKAOK GKS 4N

2. Each school year the Superintendent of the Walnut Township Local School District shall
establish, by June 15, a capacity limit for the Walnut Township Local Schools which will include
limits of: grade levels, buildings, and educational programs. This may be adjusted by the
Superintendent during the school year should changes in facilities or programming, in the

Superintend ent 6 s judgment, warrant such action.

3. Not withstanding that a grade level capacity is already exceeded by enrollment of

native students or that the number of applications for interdistrict open enrollment would cause
the grade level enroliment to ered the capacity limit established by the Superintendént,

there are sufficient applications for transfer to a particular grade level in the Walnut Township
Local Schools to reasonably initiate, support and sustain a new section of that gradéhkavel,

the Superintendentmay createsuch a new grade level (class) section thereby bringing the
enrolliment in line with the established capacities and permitting open enrollment transfer

applications to be approved.

nao { G§dzRSy (1 & 2 Tall bhayd piinag fréferadd foheRr8lIgi€niSn grae levels,
buildings, and educational programs. Previously enrolled students of adjacent districts shall
have preference over firgime transfer applicants. All approved transfers are in effect for one
school year only. Applications must be renewed yearly by July 20, provided the Walnut
Township Local Board Education still has an Interdistrict Open Enroliment Poliepro@ent

of a transfer student shall not be considered automatic.

5. Norequirements of academic, athletic, artistic, or extracurricular skills shall be
required to be considered for enrollment; however, appropriateness of educational

programming and student needs shall be a factor considered for approv
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6. No limitations regarding the admittance of handicapped students shall be
recognized, with the exception of services required in an IEP which are not
provided on the premises of the Walnut Townshigcal School District, or in
cases where the board established maximum number of students has been attained
in the units or regular classrooms established to provide such services. A copy of

the current IEP shall be attaah¢o the application. The Walnut Township Local
School District is not required to institute any special education programs to serve
transfer students or to serve them in a manner which the residence students are not

al being provided.

7. There is no requirement that the student be proficient in the English language;
however, additional services beyond those available at the date of application

within the school district shall nde provided or created.

8. There shall be no rejection of any applying student because the student has been
subject to prior disciplinary proceeding in his/her district of residence school;
exceptif an applicant has beesuspended or expelled by the adjacent district for
ten (10) consecutive days or more in the term for which admission is sought, or in
the term immediately proceeding the term for which admission is sought, or should
there be judicial (court) procedures that cause such approval to be denied. A term is
defined as a school year. The administration has the right to reject open enrollment

students for a subsequent school year due to disciplinary or otakd reasons



occurring while the transfer student attended the Walnut Township Local Schools.

9. Transfers comprising less than a full day will be considered on an individual basis.

10. Consideration will be given to ensure maintenance of an appropriate racial

balance within the district.

11. A transferred student may avail himself/herself to existing Walnut Township
[ 20t {OK22f Q& { NI y antdJsckib points. Frenspprdatiodl SY a = NP dzi S a
from outside the district to a bus stop within the district is the responsibility of the
parent(s) or guardian(s), unless the child is handicapped and is receiving

transportation in accordance with his/her plan foregfal education and is so stated in his/her
IEP. Parent(s) or guardian(s) whose income falls below the federal poverty level may be
reimbursed for the reasonable cost of transporting their child from their home to the designated
school bus stop in accorde@ with Ohio Revised and Administrative Codes, in lieu of
transportation reimbursement.

Because of the financial benefit represented by open enroliment students attending Walnut
Township Local School District, exceptions to the above will be consideedase by case
basis according to the following:

a) Bus routes must have sufficient student load capacity to absorb additional students.

b) Open enroliment students may rendezvous with existing routes to be
transported from and back to these rendezvous painthie Transportation Coordinator, in

cooperation with parents and bus driver, will determine the location of the rendezvous
points, considering such factors as safety, bus route schedules, and convenience to parents.
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c) In case oftsidents who reside on property that is contiguous with the Walnut
Township Local School District, bus service to the residence of the open enroliment student

may be provided, if in the judgment of the Transportation Coordinator and Superintendent,
the additional service does not have a significant impact on existing routes. Factors to
O2yaARSNI AY RSGSNXYAYAYTI GaAIYyATFTAOLYy(d AYLI OGE

1) The amount of additional travel time.

2) Capacity for additional students on the route.
3) The amant of additional travel expense.

4) Availability of a safe turaround.

5) General safety considerations.

If, in the judgment of the Transportation Coordinator and Superintendent, one
or more of the above conditions are not suitable, then transpootatservices

will be denied.

12. All credits earned toward graduation under an accredited, approved secondary

Education program shall be accepted by the Walnut Township Local Schools, in accordance with
district policy.

Adoption Date: May 11, 2009



Page 4 of 4



ADMISSION OF HOMELESS STUDENTS
The Board believes that all school-aged students, including homeless students, have a basic right to equal
educational opportunities. Accordingly, the District must enroll each homeless student in the District in
the school det er mihbeseirderest. & hdmeless studenttislleginedsad anindevidudl 6 s
who lacks fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence including:

1. a Adoubling upd or sharing the housing with an
hardship or a similar reason;

2. living in a motel, hotel, trailer park or campground due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations;

3. living in emergency or transitional shelters;
4. abandonment in hospitals;
5. awaiting foster care placement;

6. a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used
as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;

7. living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train
stations or similar settings and

8. migratory students.
In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the District must make school
placement determinations on the basis of the best interest of the student. To the extent feasible, homeless
students are kept in the school of originunl ess doing so is contrary to th
guardian.
To the extent feasible, the District complies with a request made by a parent(s) regarding school
placement regardless of whether the student lives with the homeless parent(s) or is temporarily residing
elsewhere.
The Board ensures that:

1. itreviews and revises Board policies and regulations to eliminate barriers to the enrollment,
retention and success in school of homeless students;

2. the District does not segregate homeless students into separate schools or separate programs
within a school based on the studentds status

3. it appoints a District liaison who ensures that homeless students enroll and succeed in school and

4. homeless students are provided with education, nutrition and transportation services that are at
least comparable to the services provided to nonhomeless students.
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The liaison ensures compliance with the subgrant and coordinates services for homeless students with
local social service agencies and programs, including those funded under the runaway and Homeless
Youth Act.

A student who ceases to be homeless may continue to receive services until the end of the period of time
for which the service was originally intended to be provided, which may be the end of the school year or
the end of a program cycle.

The District complies with the Ohio Department of
education of homeless students.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
42 USC Sections 11431 et seq.
ORC 9.60 through 9.62
3313.64(F)(13)
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination
JB, Equal Educational Opportunities
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ADMISSION OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS

In order to be eligible for a free public educati
resident of the state of Ohio. If legal or permanent custody or legal guardianship of the student has been

granted by a court to a resident of the state of Ohio or a government agency within the District, the

student is entitled to attend District schools and tuition is paid in compliance with State law.

The amount of tuition is set annually by the State, based on a per-student cost determined in compliance
with State law.

The Board does not waive the payment of tuition, except:

1. when agreements have been established with other board of education to serve their students in
vocational or special education classes on a cooperative basis, as permitted by law;

2. when foreign exchange students sponsored under an approved exchange program reside in the
District temporarily or

3. for adult residents or support staff employees of the District who meet the criteria established by
the Board.

In all cases, specific Board permission to waive tuition must be obtained for each individual case.

The District will temporarily deny admittance to any student who is otherwise entitled to be admitted to
the District, if the student has been expelled from the schools of another district and if the period of
expulsion ahs not expired. The student and parent(s) will have an opportunity for a hearing before the
Superintendent/designee to determine the admittance or nonadmittance of the student.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 2152.18(D)(4)
3109.52; 3109.53; 3109.65; 3109.66
3311.211
3313.64; 3313.644; 3313.645; 3313.65; 3313.672; 3313.90
3317.08
3319.01
3323.04
3327.04; 3327.06
OAC 3301-35-04
3301-42-01

CROSS REFS.: JECAA, Admission of Homeless Students
JECBA, Admission of Exchange Students
JO, Student Records



CONTRACT REFS.: Teachers Negotiated Agreement
Support Staff Negotiated Agreement
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ADMISSION OF EXCHANGE STUDENTS

The Board believes that one of the most effective vehicles for improving international understanding is
communications among the individuals of various nations. Accordingly, the Board endorses the
involvement of high school students and their families in recognized foreign exchange student programs.
The Superintendent and administrative staff are responsible for developing regulations to direct the
involvement of the high school with such programs.

Exchange students are not responsible for tuition if sponsored under an approved exchange program while
temporarily residing in the District with a host family. Exchange students must meet the same
requirements and expectations required of resident students, including immunization requirements.

Exchange students are encouraged to participate in all student activities, provided they meet the academic
requirements.

The Board reserves the right to limit the number of exchange students in any given year.

Foreign exchange students not enrolled in a state-approved educational or exchange program must be
legally adopted by a resident of the District in order to be eligible for athletics.

Original Adoption Date: May 11, 2009
Revised Adoption Date: December 14, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.20; 3313.535; 3313.615; 3313.64

CROSS REFS.: IGD, Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities
IGDJ, Interscholastic Athletics
IGDK, Interscholastic Extracurricular Eligibility
IKFB, Graduation Ceremonies
JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students
JHCB, Inoculations of Students
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ADMISSION OF EXCHANGE STUDENTS

The following regulations shall be observed in administering the foreign exchange student program:

1.

10.

Exchange students must be associated with an organized foreign exchange program that is
approved by the Board. Such programs must maintain either an office or a representative in
Ohio.

The sponsoring parents and/or representatives of the approved sponsoring organization must
contact the designated coordinator of the foreign exchange student program in the high school
guidance office.

The Board reserves the right to restrict the number of foreign exchange students in any given
academic year.

The school reserves the right to deny enrollment to foreign exchange students if approval by the
high school guidance office has not been given by July 1 preceding the year of desired
enrollment.

In order to provide a quality education and to minimize potential disruption, the high school
will not accept foreign exchange students after the school year has begun. However, students
who were accepted before the July 1 deadline will not be denied enrollment due to late arrival.

Exchange students must be full-time students carrying a full academic classload. Enrollment
eligibility shall be determined on an annual basis. Exchange students shall receive pass/fail
grades only for purposes of class GPA ranking. The coordinator shall keep a record of the
students' actual grades for permanent records.

Exchange students will not be accepted on a part-time basis. Part-time is defined as less than a
full school day or school year.

Priority for enrollment will be granted to students enrolling in a level other than grade 12.

Exchange students completing grade 12 will receive an honorary diploma or certificate of
attendance.

To receive a regular diploma, the exchange student must successfully complete a program of
study developed by the principal/designee and fulfill all other requirements for graduation,
including passing all sections of the Ohio Graduation Test (OGT). However, exchange
students are not eligible for an honors diploma.

Exchange students that wish to qualify for graduation under alternative testing conditions are
required to pass the OGT in social studies in order to graduate.

Exchange students who complete the program of study will be permitted to participate in
graduation ceremonies with expenses borne by the student or sponsoring parents.

Exchange students are expected to share their cultural heritage to the fullest extent possible
including topics such as government, economics, historical understanding and language.



11. Exchange students are subject to the same policies, rules, fees, fines and regulations of the
Board that apply to all high school students.

Adoption date: December 14, 2009
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ADMISSION OF STUDENTS
FROM NONCHARTERED OR HOME SCHOOLING
Students seeking admission into the Districtods sc

home-education programs may be required to take competency examinations. The purpose of such
examinations is to determine the proper grade placement for these students.

In making a placement decision, the Superintendent shall consider:
1. t he c¢ hirecaht@rmualrmoadsniic assessment report;

2. requiring the child to take any or all of the nationally normed, standardized achievement tests that
are regularly scheduled for District students of similar age and

3. other evaluation information that may include interviews with the child and the parent.
Home schooled students must be enrolled in the District for a minimum of 22 credit hours in order to be
selected as valedictorian or salutatorian for graduation purposes.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REF.:  OAC 3301-34-06

CROSS REFS.: 1GBG, Home-Bound Instruction
IGCF, Home Instruction
IGD, Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities
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ADMISSION OF PART-TIME HOME SCHOOL STUDENTS

The Walnut Township Boardof Educati on recognizes and appreciates
home schooling as an educational alternative to attendance in a public school setting, both on a full-time
and part-time basis. Home schooling on a part-time basis is subject to the following limitations:

Students who are excused from attendance at school by reason of home schooling, in accordance
with the State Board of Education regulations, will be deemed to have withdrawn from the enrollment of
the Walnut Township Local Schools during periods of home schooling.

Although students choosing home schooling are not the direct responsibility of the Walnut
Township Schools, the Board and staff share an interest in their education; therefore, the Superintendent
may permit students receiving home schooling access to the following District services:

1. Placement in a grade level and awarding of high school credits for subjects will be made in
conjunction with the administration, guidance staff, and superintendent based upon:

A. Age appropriateness

B. The results of a review of the childbés most
provided by the parents

C. The results of nationally normed standardized achievement tests, ability tests, criterion
referenced tests or proficiency tests

D. Any other evaluative material as supplied by the parents.

2. Home school students in grades K-6 may be permitted to enroll on a part-time basis at the
beginning of any school year, up to a maximum of two special subject areas such as music or
physical education.

3. Home school students in grades 7-8 may be permitted to enroll on a part-time basis at the
beginning of any school year. Students in grades 9-12 may be permitted to enroll at the
beginning of a school year in courses generating up to two total credits per year. If the desired
class is a semester class, the student must enroll in the class and be present on the first day of
instruction.

4. If a home school student is enrolled in a course such as language arts, mathematics, social studies,
or science, the student will be required to take the mandated state test for the subject area. If the
student is enrolled in a class that does not have a mandated state test, (such as art or music) the
student will be under no obligation to take any statewide tests.

5. If a home school student withdraws from the Walnut Township Local Schools prior to the
completion of a class, no grades or credits will be recorded.

6. Home schooled students may be permitted to participate in school-sponsored co-curricular and
extracurricular activities if they are enrolled in at least one year-long course which earns one unit
of high school credit. Participants in school-sponsored extracurricular interscholastic sports must



meet eligibility requirements as determined by the Ohio High School Athletic Association and the
Walnut Township Athletic Code of Conduct.
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7. A home schooled student who wises to participate on an athletic team must be enrolled in the
Walnut Township Local Schools on the first day of school in any given year. He/She must also
have been enrolled in a home school program for at least one calendar year directly preceding the
semester in which enrollment is requested. Failure to meet this one year provision requires the
student to be enrolled at Millersport a minimum of one grading period before the student can be
declared eligible to participate.

8. Walnut Township Local Schools will not provide transportation for home schooled students
enrolled on a part-time basis. The exception would be that school transportation to and from field
trips and athletic contests will be provided to those events.

9. Home schooled students will not be eligible for any end-of-year class or academic awards.

10. Home schooled students enrolled on a part-time basis will not receive a graduation diploma from
the Walnut Township Local School District nor will they be allowed to participate in
commencement exercises.

11. Home school students from adjacent districts will be considered for part-time enroliment in the
Walnut Township Local Schools provided adequate classroom space is available and that class
size maximums are not compromised. These requests will be considered on a case by case basis
by the Superintendent and administration.

Original Adoption date: June 30, 2008
Re-Adoption Date: May 11, 2009
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STUDENT WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL
(Loss of Driving Privileges)

When the Superintendent receives information that a student of compulsory school age has withdrawn
from school, or has been suspended, expelled, removed or permanently excluded for violation of Board
policy that involved a firearm, knife or other weapon, the Superintendent must, within two weeks after the
withdrawal, suspension, expulsion, removal or permanent exclusion, notify the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles and the county juvenile judge. Notification is not necessary if its only basis is that a student has
withdrawn from school and that withdrawal is because of a change of residence; the withdrawn student is
enrolled in and attending, in accordance with District policy, an approved program to obtain a diploma or
its equivalent or if the student holds a full-time Age and Schooling Certificate and is regularly employed.

The Superintendent may notify the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the county juvenile judge if a student
ahs been suspended, expelled, removed or permanently excluded for a violation of Board policy involving
drugs or alcohol or has been absent without legitimate excuse for more than 10 consecutive days or a total
of at least 15 days during a semester or term.

Notification to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the county juvenile judge must comply with State and
Federal laws.

After receiving such information from the Superintendent, the Registrar of Motor Vehicles is required to
suspend the temporary instruction permit or
If a temporary permit or license has not been issued to that student, the Registrar is prohibited from
issuing a temporary permit or a license. Any denial of driving privileges would remain in effect until the
student reaches 18 or until the denial of driving privileges is terminated for another reason allowable
under State law.

In compliance with State law, a student whose driving privileges have been denied can file a petition
seeking his/her reinstatement with the juvenile court in whose jurisdiction he/she resides.

Adoption date: May 11, 2009

LEGAL REFS.: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act; 20 USC 1232g
ORC 3319.321
3321.13
4507.061

dri ve






STUDENT ABSENCES AND EXCUSES
(ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES K-12)

Definition of Terms:

Present: A student must be in attendance for at least two hours at the elementary, three class periods at
the high school, to be counted present for either the morning or the afternoon session.

Tardy: A student is considered tardy for a class or for school when the student is late. A student will be
counted as tardy for up to the first hour of school, after the first hour, the student is counted as absent for
at least part of the day. A student shall be considered tardy except:
1) When the tardiness is caused by a school employee, department or system; i.e., bus being late,
conference with principal, etc. or;
2) When the student has visited the doctor or den
dentistbés statement i s required.

Absence: When a student is not in attendance, the student is considered to be absent.

Excused Absence:An excused absence may be approved on the basis of any one or more of the
following conditions:

1. Personal illness the principal may require the certification of a physician at any time. Such
certification shall be required after five (5) unexcused absences, or a total of ten (10) absences for
any combination of reasons, during the school year.

2. lllnessinthe stuce nt & s - illresethal wypuld require the student to stay at home and be of
assistance rather than come to school. This type of situation should be rare and is governed by
0.A.C. 3301.51.13

3. Death of a relative- the absence arising from this condition is limited to three days unless a
reasonable cause may be shown for a longer absence.

4. Quarantine of the home- the length of excused absence under this condition is limited to the
length of the quarantine as fixed by the proper health officials.

5. Observance of religious holidays the building principal shall excuse the student upon the
requestof the parent or guardian.

6. Family emergency-e mer gency situations that require a s
cooperation is requested 1 these situations shall be limited to true emergencies.

7. Medical or dental appointment- the approving authority may require a written statement from a
physician or dentist and an explanation as to

8. College visitation- the approving authority may require verification of the date and time of the
visit by the college, university, or technical college.
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Unexcused Absence: Any absence that does not fall under the above quidelines is an
unexcusedabsence. In any situation where there is a question as to whether an absence is
excused or unexcused, the building principal w
decision is final.

Vacation and Family Trips

The school does not approve absences of students whoa re taken out of school for non-emergency
vacations or trips. The responsibility for such absence resides with the parent(s). Students are
responsible for all work missed during such an absence.
If the school is notified, at least a week in advance of the absence, a general list of assignments
will be prepared for the student. All work must be turned in to the appropriate teacher(s) in accordance
with provisions for AMakeup Wor ko | ivwdthingahls i n t hese
timeline, the student will receive failing grades for all missing work.

Note: Onl'y one vacation period will be considered f ol
school year. Vacation days for students who have accumulated excessive absences, i.e. in excess of ten
(120) or more days, or whoos vacation will take th

excused absences.

Makeup Work

For Excused Absencesstudents may make up work missed during an excused absence. Upon
returning to school, it is the studentods responsi
work. Generally, a student will be permitted a number of days equal to the number of days missed to
complete the missed work.

For Unexcused Alsences:students will not be permitted to make up any work, for credit,
missed during an unexcused absence. (Even though no credit will be given, students are encouraged to
complete such work for their own benefit so that they do not fall even further behind).

Note: suspensions are unexcused absences.

Students Habitually Absent

A. Loss of Driving Privileges:

When the Superintendent receives information that a student of compulsory school age has been absent
without legitimate excuse for more than 10 consecutive days or a total of at least 15 days in any term or
semester, the following procedure applies.

1. The Superintendent notifies, in writing, the student and his/her parent(s) and states that
i nformation regardi ng t hidedtstheS$upesinehdénsandaadb s enc e s
a resul t of t hat i nfor mati on, the student 6s



states that the student and his/her parent(s) may appear before the Superintendent/designee to
challenge the information provided to the Superintendent.
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2. The notice from the Superintendent to the student includes the scheduled time, place and date
of the hearing, which is scheduled between three and five days after the notification is given.
Upon the request of the student or parent(s), the Superintendent may grant an extension. The
Superintendent must then notify the student and the parent(s) of the new hearing time, place
and date.

3. Atthe hearing before the Superintendent/designee, the student has an opportunity to present
evidence that he/she has not been habitually absent without legitimate excuse. Ohio law
defines filegitimate excuseso Gdglbutnotiket bei ng i
limited to:

A. enrollment in another school or school district in Ohio or another state;
B. possession of an age and schooling certificate

C. abodily or mental condition that prohibits attendance or

D. participation in a home instruction program.

4. If a habitually absent student does not appear at a hearing before the Superintendent or
designee, or if the student does not appear at a hearing before the Superintendent or designee,
or if the student does not convince the Superintendent or designee that the absences were
legitimate, the Superintendent must notify the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the juvenile
judge. Such notification must be given to the Registrar and the juvenile judge within two
weeks of the receipt of the information regarding habitual absences or, if the hearing for the
student is held, within two weeks after the hearing.

Notification to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the county judge must comply with Ohio
and Federal laws.

The Registrar or Motor Vehicles is required to suspend the temporary instruction permit or
driverds |license of the student who is the s
license has not been issued for that student, the Registrar is prohibited from issuing a

temporary permit or a license.

Denial of privilege remains in effect until the student reaches age 18 or until the denial is
terminated for another reason allowed by Ohio law. In accordance with Ohio law, a student
whose driving privileges have been denied can file a petition seeking their reinstatement.

B. Procedures for Referral/Legal Action:

Parents of students who experience a total of five (5) days absent in a school year will receive a letter
from the principal indicating the number of days missed and stating the importance of and legal



obligations concerning attendance. Further,atanypoi nt when a studentds tot al
school year reaches ten (10) days, the parents will be informed that additional absences will require a

doctors statement for illness related absences to be counted as excused. A copy of this letter will be

forwarded to the Fairfield County Attendance Officer.
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At a total of fifteen (15) days absence for the school year, another letter will be sent to the parent or
guardian indicating the number of absences. I